
Social Studies 10 – Mr. Arkell  Date: 
Name:  Due Date:    Social Studies 9 – Mr. Arkel 

Letter 
 

Self-Assessment:  Teacher-Assessment: 
 

Imagine that you are living in Canada during the Great Depression. Write a two-page letter to 

Prime Minister R.B. Bennett explaining who you are and what kinds of problems you are 

experiencing (based on real conditions – family, housing, food, and work). Include as much 

detail as possible. You are desperate for help during these difficult times. Your purpose in 

writing the letter is to convince R.B. Bennett to give you some financial assistance. Use the 

Canadiana Scrapbook, Counterpoints textbook, and online websites to gather factual details, 

then include some of this information to create a realistic account of the struggles you face. Aim 

for an accurate portrayal of life in Canada during the Depression. While planning your letter, be 

sure to refer to the attached letter template so that you format your letter correctly. You should 

also familiarize yourself with the attached letters mailed to Prime Minister R.B. Bennett during 

the Great Depression to get an understanding of the hardship and despair Canadians felt. 

 
 

Who Are You? 
- Unemployed Man Collecting Pogey (Scrapbook pg. 8-11) (Counterpoints pg. 95) 
- Wife of Unemployed Man Collecting Pogey (Scrapbook pg. 8-11) (Counterpoints pg. 98-100) 
- Prairie Wheat Farmer (Scrapbook pg. 14-15) (Counterpoints pg. 94) 
- Wife of Prairie Wheat Farmer (Scrapbook pg. 14-15) (Counterpoints pg. 98-100) 
- Hobo “Riding the Rails” (Scrapbook pg. 24-25) (Counterpoints pg. 96) 
- Relief Camp Worker (Scrapbook pg. 26-27) (Counterpoints pg. 102) 
- On-to-Ottawa Trekker (Scrapbook pg. 28-29) (Counterpoints pg. 102) 
- Immigrant (Scrapbook pg. 36-37) (Counterpoints pg. 96-97) 

 

 
Emerging / Developing Proficient Extending 

Significance  
Assesses significance with a 

broad and clear 
understanding. 

 

Evidence  
Evaluates evidence to select 

a wide range of credible 
supporting material. 

 

Continuity & Change  
Compares continuity and 

change in a connected and 
organized way. 

 

Perspectives  
Explains perspectives with 

a logical and justified 
interpretation. 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

Your street address  
Your city, province (abbreviated), postal code 
Today’s date (month, day, year) 
 
Who you are writing to (Mr. / Ms. / Mrs.) first and last name 
The person’s title 
Name of the organization, company, or government 
The street address of the organization, company, or government 
City, province (abbreviated), postal code of the organization, company, or government 
 
Dear (Mr. / Ms. / Mrs.) last name: 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sincerely,  
Your hand written signature 
Your typed first and last name 


